APPENDIX IV

Reading & Writing Workshop During Remote Teaching
Literacy
Components

Synchronous,
Asynchronous,
or Either

What this might look like online.

Teacher’s
Role

Students’
Roles

Mini-Lesson

Either

Share a brief mini-lesson targeting an
overarching skill either live on video
or recorded. Screencastify, Loom,
Screencastomatic are three common
platforms for video recording minilessons. The benefit of recording minilessons is that students who need to
replay the video can replay it as many
times as they’d like.

Explicitly
teaches a
lesson to
the group

Listen and
participate

Read-Aloud

Either

Conduct a read-aloud either live on video
or recorded and share with students.
Screencastify, Loom, Screencastomatic
are three common platforms for video
recording read-alouds. The benefit of
recording the read-aloud is that students
who need to replay the video can replay
it as many times as they’d like. While
recorded read-alouds are nice for replay,
live read-alouds on video with students
offer opportunities for interaction. During
the read-aloud, pause to think aloud,
and provide students with opportunities
to type a response into the Chat or in
online journals. Create a shared Google
Document for read-alouds and have
students interact periodically during the
reading.

Models
reading

Listen and
interact

Synchronous

Have students meet online either in small
groups or as a large group and view the
same text. Share the screen or make a
text available to each student. Commonly
used text for shared reading are poems,
picture books, books on platforms such
as A-Z Reading, GetEpic.com, and other
online platforms. Remind students to read
together. Lead students in either choral or
echo reading. As the class reads in unison,
keep in mind that some students will not
read. Some English learners may benefit
from hearing their peers and listening
until they are ready to participate.

Leads
reading

Read
along
with the
teacher
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Shared
Reading
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Reading & Writing Workshop During Remote Teaching
Guided
Reading

Synchronous

Schedule times to gather online with small
groups. Many teachers meet with small
groups for guided reading on platforms
such as Zoom or Google Meet. Typically
online guided reading lessons are flexible
because students have varied access to
resources. Some students will be reading
from online platforms like GetEpic.com
or A-Z Reading and others will have paper
books either from the public library, school
library, or home library.

Listens
and guides
readers

Read

Independent
Reading

Asynchronous

Touch base frequently with English
learners about their reading. What are
they reading? Do they have access to
books? Provide students with access to
resources and support. Just as in face-toface learning, remote independent reading
takes up the majority of reading workshop.
Flipgrid and Padlet are two technology
tools that teachers have found to engage
readers from afar. Students post videos
or responses about the books they are
reading and share with their peers. They
can also view what their classmates are
reading and make comments.

Confers
with
individual
students
or works
with
students
in small
groups

Read selfselected
books on
their own

Write-Aloud

Synchronous

Model your writing on a Google Document,
a screen sharing platform, or on a chart
or dry erase board as students watch
virtually in real time. Think aloud and write
simultaneously as students observe. Keep
the lesson brief and remember to stop
to allow students to talk. Have students
chorally or echo read what has been
written.

Models
writing

Listen and
participate

Shared
Writing

Synchronous

Gather students online. Share a document
with them using Google Docs or Google
Slides. Lead students in writing together.
Elicit student voice in writing. Encourage
students to share ideas for writing and
periodically pause to read the writing in
unison.

Holds the
pen

Dictate

Independent
Writing

Asynchronous

Encourage students to write independently
and on topics of their choice. Meet often
to guide students and provide them with
feedback about their writing. Two popular
online writing platforms for writing are
Bookcreator and WriteReader.

Confers
with
individual
students
or work
with
students
in small
groups

Write on
a topic
of their
choice on
their own
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